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Birthdays and Anniversaries in

February St John the Evangelist, Kenn
1st Tim Taylor Altar Guild for February
2nd Katy Hill

4th Beth Stowell
9th Sizzle Summerell
11th Alexis Papasolomontos
11th Hallie Rebecca Bessant-Hawken
14th Andrea Mapstone
15th John Andrews
16th Marianna Mackay
17th Jeff Naish
Julian Gale
21st William Cheek
22nd Polly Summerell
Lizzy Dyer
ﬁg[ﬁ J;%fsmgrﬁﬁﬂ,onathan Allison W.A. Jan Bedford and Maggie Hobbs
Rebecca Stowell
26th Amelia Ann Bone

Our Flag was flown to celebrate both Christmas and New Year.

Our Flag was flown at half-mast on 15th January to mark the
passing, on 14th, of Geoff Marchant. Geoff was, for many years,
Bellringer at St John’s, his widow Eleanor continues to ring for us.

To mark Geoff’s passing the church bell was rung on Saturday 16th
January by members of his family

Our Flag was flown on 23rd January to celebrate the birth of Mary
Ashton’s new grandchild. Rupert Noel Randell

Our Flag was flown at half-mast on Monday 27th January to mark

the funeral in Cornwall of Heather Preston - Heather was the late
lrene Stowell’s sister.

Celebrations in Kenn

The church tower was floodlit to celebrate both Christmas and
New Year.

John Griffin rang in the New Year on our single church bell.
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. Geoff Marchant,
a good friend of St John's.

Geoff Marchant, who died in mid-January, was a member of
the St John's congregation for many years, and was best
known for his enthusiasm for and care of our bell.

A life-long ringer, he made sure the Kenn bell was well
maintained and rang to announce hundreds of services
before his health declined.

Geoff had a lovely voice and it was good to hear him singing the last time he was well
enough to come to St John's. We are so pleased his wife Eleanor rings for us now.

We send our love and best wishes to Eleanor, Philip and Andrew.
Julia Bush and Hilary Landers. Church Wardens. St John's Church Kenn

The funeral service for Geoff Marchant has been arranged to take place at St Mary the Virgin
Church (Yatton) at 12:00noon on Tuesday 18th February 2025 followed by his wake in the
Chapter House. This is during the schools half term holidays.

Heather Preston (nee Cox) 1946 — 2025

It is with great sadness we report Heather Preston (nee Cox)
passed away following a short illness on January 11.

Heather’s death was unexpected and leaves a huge void in the
lives of her husband Brian, children Suzanne and Neil, and her
beloved grandchildren.

. Born in 1946, Heather grew up in Kenn, daughter of Sid and

|| Vonnie Cox, and younger sister to Irene (Stowell) and Beryl

. (MacDonald). She attended schools in Clevedon and Weston,
later studying to be a teacher at Weymouth College, where she
met Brian, a Naval Officer, and so started a long and very happy
partnership.  Heather and Brian spent many happy years in
Aberdeen, Scotland, and later moved to Trescowe, near
Penzance.

Heather was a dedicated gardener, talented painter, and crafter. Her work was exhibited in
Kenn Village Hall and is cherished by friends and family.

Heather and Brian frequently visited Kenn, supporting family and friends, particularly Irene in
her later years.

A loving farewell and tribute to Heather was held at Camborne Crematorium on January 27,
overlooking the countryside she adored. She will be deeply missed.

Marie Stowell
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Reviving Kenn Supper Club

For those unfamiliar with the supper club, we used to meet informally once a month
for a meal and a chat in a local pub.

Covid put a stop to this activity, hence this notice is to see if there is interest in
reviving the (very exclusive) Kenn Supper Club, which is open to everyone.

| have provisionally booked the Little Harp in Clevedon for
19.00 on Wednesday 12" February.

If you can make it, please send me an email so that | can confirm numbers with the
pub, who will also want you to pre-order.

| will reply to your emails with the menu—so that your choices can be returned by
Monday 3rd February.
Hopefully many of you will be able to make this date.
Hopefully. we can make this a regular event on the second Wednesday each month.
So, if you can't make February, what about Wednesday 12th March?
Martin Jaehme
E: martin.jachme@gmail.com Tel 07831137339

Saturday 8th February
Kenn Village Hall 10.00 - 12noon | (PP ' "ﬁ".f",}ﬂﬂl
Come along, meet your neighbours : |
and support our local stall holders

Huge Variety of Goods for Sale

Anyone wishing to raise some funds for their chosen charity
please contact either Lyn or Maggie.

The March market will be on Saturday 8th 10-12 noon

Maggie Hobbs 876277 or Lyn Burnett 870189
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Exciting News: The wait is almost over!

disati café & bar is opening soon!

We’'re thrilled to announce the opening of
disati café & bar on

Tuesday, February 18th, at 8:30 am

Get ready to indulge in great coffee, speciality bagels, locally sourced
treats and craft beers.

Our modern, cosy café¢ is the perfect spot to catch up with friends, spend
quality time with family, or meet new faces in a welcoming atmosphere.

Mark your calendars—you won’t want to miss it!
Where: Disati Café & Bar, Kenn Road, Kenn

Hours: Tue—Thurs: 8:30 am — 4 pm
Fri& Sat: 8:30 am -4 pm and 5.30 pm — 11pm

Keep up to date with us @disatiuk on Instagram & Facebook
Kate at Breathe House

The Yellow Teapot

The Yellow Teapot will welcome
company in the Village Hall on

Monday 17th February
from 2.30 to 4pm.

Cosy company, cakes and crumpets.

What's not to like?
Julia Bush
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Save the date!! Sunday 8nd June 2025

eden e
project {ém

Every year the Eden project organises a Big Lunch. Communities all over the UK.
will enjoy food and company at the same time.

This is now one of our Kenn Village events.

Usual format, shared lunch, singing, bar, tea, cake and Welly Wanging!!

Details will follow in the coming months.

Caroline and John.

Yatton Loecal History Society
Tuesday February 4th - 7 30pm Yatton Methodist Church BS49 4DW.

Yatton Local History Society talk by Elizabeth Vaughan on Frontline Health Care in WW1

Contact yattonlocalhistorysoc@gmail.com

Details about the History Society and its talks are on the website.

Marianne Pitman
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XBIRD NEWS

X January has been Owl month with lots of reports of four species, a record for this column

¥ I think. There have been some interesting sightings from Kenn residents so please do keep it
% up, it's your magazine.

X

% Starting with Barn Owls, Rob Treble saw one at Kenn Pier (and also a Water Rail for good
X measure). Julia Bush saw one along Claverham Drove and heard a Little Owl in Kenn Street.
% The "YACWAG' Barn Owls, up to three have been seen out in the daytime by the Strawberry

X Line on one occasion in bright sun at midday.

X

% Unfortunately this suggests that prey is scarce, perhaps the very wet Autumn reduced the vole
X humbers. The Owls are favouring fields left fallow awaiting development.

X Also by the Strawberry Line two Short Eared Owls were being harassed by the resident

& Kestrel on a fallow field by the Gang Wall. Another Short Eared Owl was on Kenn Moor

& spotted by John Croxton. These birds may have moved from the snow on Mendip or from

¥ further north.

& To complete the Owl records a Tawny was seen by the crossroads on Kenn Moor Road.

X

& Kingfishers have also been widely reported. One at Manmoor Bridge was spotted by Rob

% Treble, others were on the Little River, the ditch by Ham Lane and one flashed in front of
X me from Stowell’s in Wemberham Lane. Rob also noted Great and Little Egret at Manmoor
y with Goosander, four Little Grebes, a pair of Stonechats and a Goldcrest there.

X

% Later in the month Steve Edwards flushed Woodcocks in Duck Lane and by Kenn Court and
;E whilst cleaning nestboxes in Littlewood the volunteers flushed two. There seems to be a few
X more Woodcock around this winter.

X
X

% From Woodcocks to Peregrines or at least one Peregrine. A small male, probably a
X juvenile has taken to the T pylons. After a gap of about nine months without Peregrines this
¥ bird has been using the pylons as a look out from Congresbury Moor, Wemberham, Kingston
% Seymour to Kenn Moor.

Winter thrushes have been in low numbers this winter so a flock of over a hundred on Kenn
Moor seen by John Croxton was very notable. A singing Mistle Thrush was with them and
X another, calling not singing, in the car park at the Bridge Inn.

Trevor Riddle 01934 835208

birds@yacwag.org.uk
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‘\\R\\\ NG /7/24\/3 I'm so proud to be musical director for
3 ' \ Clevedon Light Opera Club's production of
Cole Porter’s toe tapping musical:

‘Anything Goes’

IZTH'!QNTEEHM[\[E&HNZ[]zf’ It's coming to Princes Hall, Clevedon 7.30pm
' Wednesday 12th/Saturday 15th March

Set onboard the SS American - a ship en route from New York to England,
‘Anything Goes’ is the ‘musical equivalent of sipping one glass of

champagne after another’ (x * % x* The Times)

‘Anything Goes’ will take you back to the Golden Age of high society on
the sea. With all-time favourite numbers such as 'l Get a Kick Out of You,’
‘It's de Lovely’ and the title song 'Anything Goes.’

Hope you can join us onboard!

Tickets are available online from ticketsource.co.uk or through me.
Sue Parker

Children's Society Thanks
Thankyou ,Thankyou, Thankyou, to everyone who donated to
The Children's Society Christingle and Christmas collection.
It amounted to just over £180.

The Children's Society is a forward thinking charity which supports children
and teenagers who otherwise would be facing tough times alone.

It's never too late to Donate.
Look up the charity's website to see how you can donate online or by post

;I'hanks again,
Julia Bush
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INSPIRING WOMEN There were not many members present at the January
meeting of the Kenn W.I. because a lot of members were

not very well and feeling the after-effects of Christmas.

One of our members, Iris Callow, had just celebrated her 90™ birthday and another,
Joyce Jeffrey will soon be celebrating hers. If you want to live a long and interesting
life do join us.

It has proved difficult to give the money raised at a Coffee Morning to Clevedon Pride
so a flower trough to be placed outside the Village Hall will be purchased instead.
It will be maintained by members of the W.I.

During the afternoon members discussed the Resolutions proposed for the Annual
Meeting of the National Federation in August. Four were proposed and one was to
be chosen to go forward. They dealt with Incontinence, Repairing clothes rather that
sending them to a landfill site, making medical packaging recyclable and teaching all
members to deal with Cardiac Arrest. The last one was chosen.

It is proposed that members should make a Post Box Topper to commemorate the
50™ anniversary of the Avon Federation. These will be judged at the Annual Meeting
in September. In the meantime it will live on the Post Box on the Village Green.

A great many further activities were announced.

They were: A walk along the Sea Front on 22" January (weather willing).

A Memorial to Irene Stowell on 29" January to take place at St. John’s Church at
2pm. People were asked to bring along photographs and the scrapbooks will be
available.

There will be a lunch party at the Failand Inn on 19" February.

It is hoped to hold a Car Boot Sale in the Field adjoining the Village Hall on 17" May.

The next Flower Demonstration will be on 26™ November

heek h I ked.
and Jo Cheek has already been booked Kenn WI

A very busy time will be had by all. Do please come along.

Ann Holtham

Saturday 17" May 2025
Kenn Village Hall / Field.
Clear out your Cupboards & Drawers!!
Further information next month
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Village Hall Booking:
Lyn & Nigel Burnett 01275 870189
kvhallbooking@gmail.com

The Team of Yatton Moor
Parish Office 01934 832184
office@yattonchurches.org

St John the Evangelist :
Priest in charge — vacancy

Churchwardens:
Julia Bush 01275 873554
Hilary Landers 01275 878283

Technical John Ball 078 1337 1304

Kenn Village Website:
Kennvillage.co.uk

Village Flag Flying:
Marianna or Robin 340323
Chris Taylor 872781

Altar Guild Secretary:
Marianna Mackay 340323

Church Tower Floodlighting:
Geoff Hulance 077 1554 8860

News & Views:
Margaret Ball 01275 874077
Email: Margaret.john@btinternet.com
Chaseside, Kenn Street, Kenn

1

Saturday 8th February 10-12noon

North Somerset
Times

Don’t forget that
copies of this local
newspaper are
available in the
Church Porch from
Wednesdays.

FEBRUARY WASTE COLLECTION - MONDAYS

Recycling and food waste - 3rd,10th, 17th and 24th February
3rd and 17th February

Dustbin

QﬁCLL\/LDQN
SALEROOMS

Clevedon Salerooms Ltd, The Auction Centre, Kenn Road, Kenn, Clevedon, BS21 6TT

https://www.clevedonsalerooms.com

Antiques, Interiors, Collectables &
Jewellery

Thursday 20th February 10.30am

Viewing Wednesday prior 10.00am-5.00pm
Morning of Auction 9am-10.30am

catalogues can be viewed at

Quarterly Specialist Sale

Thursday 13th March 10.30am
Viewing Wednesday prior 10.00am-5.00pm

www.clevedonsalerooms.com
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Rupert Noel Randell born on 22nd January

(Pictured with dad and grandmother)

Our flag was flown to celebrate the birth of Paul
and Mary Ashton’s first grandson.

; He was born in Southmead Hospital and his parents
~__Joe and Jordan live in Chepstow.

We send best wishes to the whole family.

KENN CHURCH ROOM - CHARITY COFFEE MORNINGS
Saturday 22 February 10am - 12 Noon

For: Blay Family in Ghana

Host: Julia Bush

Margaret Bessant was delighted to be able to send £185.00
for Dementia Care following her Coffee Morning
on 25th January

Celia Andrews (s always pleased to receive volunteers to host
the monthly coffee mornings — contact her on 01275 877806

Don’t forget that Liz Jaehme regularly collects Kenn'’s
contributions from the porch at St John’s Church, Kenn and
k delivers to Clevedon Foodbank each Friday .

Clevedon

foodb

Currently they are asking for full-fat Long Life Milk and
cleaning materials

11




KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE 438 FEBRUARY 2025

Thank you to everyone who came to the 1°" Lunch Break of 2025. The Village Hall
had a lovely atmosphere, with lots of chat and laughter, there was plenty of
Christmas and New Year news to catch up on!

Homemade soup, bread, cheeses, homemade cake and tea and coffee served at
your table, all for a suggested donation of £5.

A donation of £160 has been taken to Clevedon Foodbank. We've received a
letter from Clevedon Foodbank thanking everyone who came to Lunch Break in
2024. (below)

Please come and join us on Monday 10™ February, please note it's the 2" Monday
of February!
A warm Village Hall and a warm welcome awaits.

Sarah and Tim
February 10™ - 12.30 - 2pm March 10™ (2" Monday)

q Clevedon District
b Foodbank
Clevedon Outlet
Together with Trussell

Clevedon and District Foodbank CIO, Neads Court, Unit 3, Knowles Road, Clevedon.
6th January 2025

Dear Sue and Sarah.

Thank you for your ongoing donations to Clevedon and District Foodbank. Your support allows
us to continue to provide food to people in crisis, and we appreciate the £1200 you have
donated to the food bank in the past 12 months.

Just for your interest.

Between the 1st of April 2023 - 31st March 2024 we gave out 6541 food parcels, 3660 adults,
and 2881 children, between 1st April 2024 and 31st December 2025 we gave out food parcels
to 4542 people 2121 adults and 2421 children. These figures don't include the 650 Christmas
hamper bags we gave out during Christmas 2024. We really couldn't do this vital work without
the support of the local community, so once again thank you.

Kind regards

Kelly Croxton Charity Administrator Clevedon District Foodbank CIO

Registered Charity number: 1163153 Reg in England & Wales

12
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Sunday Services at St. John’s Kenn and
All Saints’ Kingston Seymour

February 2025

February 2nd Candlemas

8.30am St John's Traditional Holy Communion
1lam  All Saints’ All Together

February 9th Fourth Sunday before Lent
8.30am All Saints’ Traditional Holy Communion
11.15am St John's All Together

February 16th Third Sunday before Lent

10.00am Group Holy Communion at 5t Mary’s, Yatton
with Archdeacon Charlie Peer

February 23™ Second Sunday before Lent

11.00am St John's Holy Communion

Zoom Services 8.15am Tuesdays/Wednesday from 11*" February
Contact Mike Cooke for link 01934 838622

Kenn Parish Council 4th March 7.30pm
Kenn Village Hall

Annual Parish Meeting and Council
Agendas on the Parish Noticeboards and Parish Council Website 3 days before

13
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Our Missive from the Limes

Did you know that if you have hearing loss and don’t get it addressed your brain may
shrink?

This is the third attempt to get an article suitable for the esteemed readers of KN&V. This
month | had let Peppa write something. Unfortunately | think as she is getting older her
memory is not what it was and our editor had to point out that Peppa had said broadly the
same thing last May. Oops! Our editor is a scary bright lady.

However as the buck has to stop somewhere | said I'd prepare something else for this
month. In fact | had a topic in mind for March so you have got this a month early. By the
way if you can’t remember what Peppa did say in May — and nor could | — I'm sure that for a
suitable consideration our editor would enlighten you. | haven'’t yet told Peppa that her
article has been bounced — | will choose my moment.

Some time ago — December 2021 to be precise - | wrote about cataracts. | understand the
article was “helpful”. In the spirit of addressing topics that might affect the majority of us at
some stage | thought | would discuss hearing and hearing loss. Perhaps in time | could work
my way round the other senses and also include teeth. We'll see.

| have reached the age where, when meeting with friends, items of a medical nature crop up
from time to time. So far we have avoided comparing prostates but recently we have
discussed both pacemakers and hearing aids. One of our group has recently had a
pacemaker fitted so we heard details such as making pouches in one’s chest, the pain and
SO on. A friend’s wife has also had one fitted and someone else we know has had his
changed. That one took well over twice as long as expected, they kept him awake during it
and the only consolation appeared to be 3 consultants all having a go and the presence of a
bevy of nurses. Whether that made it more tolerable | don’t know.

For many years | have struggled with some aspects of hearing. I’'m not silly when it comes to
protecting my hearing and | do use ear plugs or ear muffs if needed. For example if | am
mowing the grass | wear ear defenders. I'm aware that my father’s hearing was very poor in
later life but he worked in an industrial research lab where in those days hearing protection
was just not considered. | also have a friend who played drums as a teenager and now in
her 40’s has to have hearing aids. Hearing is precious so we must treat our ears carefully.

| don’t have anyone to nag me to get my hearing checked — | have to be self-motivated on
everything - but | was having problems in hearing speech in films, especially American films
(not that | watch many), and in hearing the lyrics on songs — not that many of them are
worth hearing anyway. Otherwise | thought my hearing wasn’t too bad. However | thought it
was worth getting it checked and at least | could share my experiences with you (the things |
do for KN&V), although | know many of you are ahead of me and trod the path before me.

Clearly the first step in addressing hearing problems is to get a hearing test and possibly
getting any ear wax removed. Sadly the latter is not usually done at the doctors nowadays
and you have to go elsewhere and pay.

14
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In the past you had to have a doctor’s referral to get a hearing test (for NHS). That is no
longer true. The big providers (Boots, Specsavers are the main ones) let you self-refer.
There are also a number of smaller providers in the market and some of them also accept
self-referrals.

You can get hearing aids on the NHS which are free or you can go privately.  The latter
can cost you up to £3000 for a pair so is not cheap. The upside is that you are meant to get
a better customer service and the latest hearing aids and features. The downside is that the
NHS hearing aids have largely caught up and in my opinion, unless you have particular
requirements, there is not a lot between them. Others may have different views.

In either case a hearing test will show up which part of your hearing is weak. A word of
warning here. | know there are at least two providers who run clinics at the cottage hospital.
From experience I'll say be careful. Their audiologists may be good but as they are itinerant
they cannot carry the specialised equipment that a dedicated centre has. For example
centres have soundproofed booths for tests, whereas at the cottage hospital the listening
tests compete with noise in the corridor. Unfortunately my case the audiologist was also
most unhelpful and in the end | transferred to one of the high street providers and the
difference in support was incredible.

Your hearing doesn’t have to be particularly bad in order not to hear certain words. One
thing | didn’t realise was that certain syllables or character sounds use different frequencies
so if those ones are weak you have problems. As we get older the higher frequencies are
heard less strongly and a hearing test will work out which ones are affected and whether
there any other issues.

Now for a bit of biology. Putting it in very simple terms your ear has multiple sensors which
respond to different frequencies. Each sensor is connected to your brain. If some of the
sensors are failing or are weak, for example from being exposed to loud noises, then the
brain does not receive signals from those affected. The consequence (in simple terms) is
that the part of the brain that is not receiving the signals either gets transferred into doing
something else (for which it may not be suitable) or it atrophies.

That means your brain shrinks.

As | understand it, the overall effect can also ripple elsewhere and cause or exacerbate
other problems — and this is in addition to the social effects from feeling excluded from
conversations etc by deafness.

Unfortunately once the ear stops responding to particular sounds it cannot be repaired —
the only option is to increase the stimulus in the first place as best one can, hence the
hearing aid. However you don’t want to amplify everything and this is where modern
hearing aids are so much better than their predecessors as they can be programmed to be
selective. Once the weak areas are addressed, signals will resume to parts of the brain.
The brain will adapt back but it will take time, which is why audiologists say hearing aids
take time to get used to. In other words don’t expect an instantaneous major hearing
improvement. Once set up properly it can take weeks or even months.

Now | wonder if | can get doggy hearing aids programmed to deal with Peppa’s selective
hearing....

Stephen

15
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KENN PARISH COUNCIL 2025

EARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on the 13 January 2025

* Bus Stop by Kenn Estate — reports were received that this was a positive improvement.

* Fisherman’s car park — reply awaited from Environment Agency about cutting a hedge.

» Heritage Sign — it was considered the sign would avoid further damage and be easier to
install if it was relocated to the verge near the bus stop on Kenn Road. As N5SC Highways
Dept own the sign so permission was needed from them to do it. A reply was awaited.

+ 20mph for Kenn Street — Next stage is NSC advertising the Traffic Regulation Order and

if no objections upheld the signing changes will be made as soon as possible afterwards.
hitpsf/in-somerset.gov.uk/my-services/parking-travel-roads/roads-streets/comment-traffic-
regulation-orders-tros

* Motorway Bridge/Pavement — recalled the drains had been cleared but the rubbish left
beside them, so concern it would go down the drain again. Pavement not cleared yet.

* Tree Works on The Green —some trimming will be carried out soon.

» National Grid, Hinkley Connection Project — representatives will be attending the Kenn
Parish Council meeting in March to provide an update.

* NSC Delivering Together Programme — NSC were seeking financial support from Parish
Councils for the Financial Year 2025-26 towards providing three areas of services:

1. Parks and open spaces management; in particular, the maintenance of playgrounds
where there are play areas in the parish overseen currently by N5SC.

2. Street cleansing; in particular the emptying of some litter bins.
3. Public Rights of Way; management.

The two being proposed for Kenn were 2 & 3 above:

¥ (2) proposed the Parish Council takes over emptying 3 bins on Kenn Rd or they will be
removed by N5C — a. by phone box / b. by bus shelter / c. on The Green. The Parish
Council agreed to take over emptying (a) and (b) above but asked for (c) to be removed.

¥ (3) making a contribution of £500 towards funding a Public Rights of Way officer for
NSC. The Parish Council recalled that they do not have the power or duty to spend
money on a N5C's statutory duty. A parish council can only fund repairs to footpaths.

* Parish Council Precept for the Financial Year 2025/26 — the request for this had to be
with NSC by the 27 January 25. Kenn Parish Council decided not to increase their
precept and to keep it the same as for the previous year.

Mote date change for the May meeting. KENN_PARISH COUNCILLORS
. Sheila Naish (chair) Tel: 07208 920 962
2025 Meetings Neal Breeden [vicechair)  Tel: 01275 879 636
4 March — Annual Parish Meeting
4 March — and Council Wilf Bessant Tel: 01275 872 406
sl 28 April — Annual Council Jon-Paul Humberstone Tel: 07920 690 060
7 July — Council Tony Parker Tel: 07815 908 542
1 September — Council Mark Titterton Tel: 07960 240 960
3 November - Council Robert Treble Tel: 07831 316 760
Meetings held at 7:30pm in the Village
Hall, agendas on the parish noticeboards NORTH SOMERSET COUNCILLORS
and Parish Coundil website 3 days before. Stewe Bridger Tel: 07762 023 423
Wendy Griggs Tel: 01934 834 143
Parish Clerk — Eleanor Wade ‘D derk@kenp-poorsuk W 07580 195645 B www kenn-pcoreuk
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